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The Shepherdõs Voice 

September 2017    Serving Rockland County, NY, & Northern Bergen County, NJ  

Reaching and Risking to Welcome the World in the Word that has come among us in Jesus Christ.  

 

Good Shepherd Church  
is on Social Media 

See our church webpage at:  www.gspr.org 
"Like Us" on Facebook at:   

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
"Follow Us" on Instagram at:  good_shepherd_pearlriver 

FALL WORSHIP  RESUMES 
Starting September 11th, we will have 
three services each Sunday at: 
8:15, 9:30 & 10:30 a.m., with Sunday 
Church School at the 10:30 hour. 
And we will continue our Wednesday  
Evening Service at 7:00 p.m. 
(NO Wednesday Service on 9/6) 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE FOR 
OUR ANNUAL 

 

OKTOBERFEST 

 
OCTOBER 28TH, 6:00 PM 

 
MORE INFORMATION TO  
FOLLOW IN SUNDAYôS 
CROSS CONNECTIONS 

AND THE  
OCTOBER VOICE 
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The Evangelical Lutheran  

Church of the Good Shepherd  

112 North Main Street 

Pearl River, New York 10965         

OUR MISSION  

òWelcoming the World in the 

Word that has come among us  

in Jesus Christó 

 

 WORSHIP     

  Sundays: 8:15, 9:30, & 10:30 a.m. 

Wednesdays:  7:00 p.m. 

     

CONTACT US  

Church Office: (845)735-2243 

Fax: (845)735-0819 

E-mail:  office@gspr.org 

Web site:  www.gspr.org 

 Creative Play Pre-School: (845)735-2737 

 

AT YOUR SERVICE  

The Reverend J. Lena Warren, Pastor 

Don Widmayer - Council President 

Robert Bergman - Treasurer 

Alaina Burns - Organist 

Brian Burns - Choir Director 
Maureen Connolly - Creative Play Director 

Dale Damon - Church Secretary 

Lisa Filatov - Bookkeeper  

Lisa Holliday - Coordinator of Faith Formation 

Dagmar Klein - Church Administrator 

Janet Maleski - Council Secretary 

The Reverend John R. Taylor - Pastor Emeritus  

  

Voice Publication Deadline 

Items to be included in The Shepherdôs Voice must be  
submitted  by Sept. 8th for the October 2017 issue. Elec-
tronic submission (e-mail) is preferred. Articles submitted 
after the deadline may not be published, due to space and 
time restrictions. Please e-mail articles to:  
secretary@gspr.org.  

                           PRAYER CHAIN 
If you, a loved one, or a friend experience difficulty and you 
desire prayer support, the Good Shepherd Prayer Chain may  
be helpful.  
 
When you have a request or a thanksgiving to share, please 
call: Ione Mensing at 201-664-1235; email: 
himensing@gmail.com  or Carol Westphal at 845-624-5732; 
email:   
carolwestphal9@gmail.com  
 
The Prayer Chain will  then be activated, and many will be 
praying with and for you. 

LIFE STATIONS 
Baptisms 
Jackson Barry Guico   6/15/17 
Deaths 
Robert F. Assenheimer  6/18/07 
William W. Weidemann  6/25/17 
Marguerite Fortmann         7/01/17 
Memorial Gift to Creative Play 
In memory of Bill Weidemann, by E. Bowler & Family 
In memory of Bill Weidemann, by Donna Weidemann  
                       and Family 
Memorial Fund 
In memory of Bill Weidemann,, by Bob & Judy DeGroat 
In memory of Bill Weidemann, by Geraldine Goumas 
In memory of Bill Weidemann, by Bob & Marge Vatter 
In memory of Bill Weidemann, by Donna Weidemann 
                                                      and Family 
In memory of Henry Landgren, Frank Landgren & 
                                Anita Landgren, by Carl Landgren 
Elevator Fund 
In memory of Bill Wiedemann, by Dorothy Urquhart 
In memory of Robert Assenheimer by Dorothy Urquhart 
Missionary Fund 
In memory of Genevieve Smith, by Leland Smith 
 

   2017 CHURCH COUNCIL   
Pastor Lena Warren  

Don Widmayer, President 
Ken Merring, Vice President 
Robert Bergman, Treasurer 
Janet Maleski, Secretary 
Anthony Armenio 
John Balison  
James Cleary 
Wendy Gates 
Trish Habas 
Jayne Knarich 
Deanna Lauer 
Carole Meehan 
Herman Mensing 
Mark Olson 
Richard Struck 
Debra Thaler  
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GET YOUR COPY OF THE ñVOICEò E-MAILEDé. 

It will be exactly the same Voice that youôve been receiving 
through the mail, but delivered via e-mail instead. That way 
you receive your copy faster, and we save on mailing ex-
penses.  To sign up for the e-Voice, send an e-mail to  
secretary@gspr.org, as well as the e-mail address youôd 
like us to use. 

2017 ANNUAL REPORTS ARE DUE  
INTO THE CHURCH OFFICE BY  

OCTOBER 10th   

office@gspr.org  

Beloved of God, 
 
I write this letter while we are in the middle of Vacation Bible School here at 
Good Shepherd.  It's been a great week ï the energy of the kids, the great work 

of all the volunteers, the fun curriculum full of games and snacks and crafts and music and bible stories 
have all been amazing!  It's also a great week to see all of our staff in action.  Brian and Elaina Burns are on 
board and helping out with the music, Lisa is running a tight (but fun) ship, and Dagmar and Dale are keep-
ing things together in the office (as well as filling in on all the little things that make a big program like this 
run smoothly).   
 
I'm so excited about this group of staff!  We have already started planning so much for the fall and I have no 
doubt, based on the chemistry of this week, that it's going to be so much fun around here!  I hope that you 
will plug in somewhere and be a part of all that is going on! 
 
The music program for the fall is in great hands.  Brian has been busy picking music for all of the choirs and 
instrumental groups.  He's also in the process of getting interested people on board who play instruments to 
be a part of worship ï both on Sundays and Wednesday evenings.   There is also a Music Concert series in 
the works.  Elaina will be presenting a concert for us on Sunday, September 17th at 3pm in the sanctuary, 
which will certainly be worth coming to hear!  Then, on October 22nd (also at 3pm), we will have the great 
opportunity to sing with Mark Mummert as he leads the choir and all assembled in a celebration of the hym-
nody of the Lutheran Church.  I hope you will put both these dates on your calendar!  And also, keep your 
ears peeled for more opportunities like these throughout the year. 
 
Beginning in mid-September to early October, we will be starting back up with a Bible Study and book 
groups.  Lisa will be leading a group to discuss Lutheran Questions, Lutheran Answers  by Martin Marty, on 
Tuesday evenings (7pm), and I will be leading a group to discuss The Paradox of Generosity: Giving We 
Receive, Grasping We Lose by Christian Smith and Hilary Davidson on Sunday evenings (5pm).  In the Bi-
ble Study this fall, we will start a foray into Isaiah, one of the most important prophetic books in the Hebrew 
Scriptures and a book from which we receive some of the most beautiful passages of scripture, such as, 
ñFor a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.ò Keep your eyes and ears open for 
more information about all these groups and how to sign up for the book groups (you can just show up for 
Bible Study any time!).  
 
There are so many more things that are starting to be planned for the fall:  our ñHot Dog Sunday,ò  the con-
firmation MaHeTu retreat, confirmation classes, Sunday Church School, Oktoberfest, Men's Breakfast, 
WELCA, and more.  It's going to be busy and wonderful.  I want to thank the staff and the many, many vol-
unteers who make this all possible, as well as those of you who support this community financially.  None of 
this would be doable without the time and financial resources that so many of you give so freely to support 
Good Shepherd.  I hope you will take the opportunity to participate in the life of this community, growing in 
faith and joy in all these programs and I hope you will continue to see the value of Good Shepherd in your 
life as we continue to strive to be a part of God's good work and blessing to our greater community of Pearl 
River and beyond to the whole world. 
 
Blessings! 
 
Pastor Lena 
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WANT TO BE A GREETER? 
 
Are you a friendly face and 
enjoy meeting people?  If so, 
Good Shepherd is in need of 
several new Greeters to wel-
come everyone to our church 
services.  The duties are sim-
ple and fun.  Greeters arrive 
about 20 minutes before each service and stand at 
the top of the ramp or near the front door.  They say 
ñGood Morning & Welcomeò and any other pleasant-
ries that seem appropriate to each worshiper as they 
arrive at church.  Greeters let people know there are 
bulletins inside to guide them through the service and 
that ushers are available to show them to a seat, if 
they wish. 
 
Just be yourself and be welcoming.  Thatôs It!  If you 
would like to help Good Shepherd in this way, please 
speak to an usher or contact the church office at  
845-735-2243. 

MENôS BREAKFAST GROUP 

Good Shepherdôs Menôs Breakfast Group  
will resume meeting on the third Saturday  
of every month at 9:00 am in Fellowship Hall. 
All men of Good Shepherd are invited to join 
in for fellowship and a great breakfast!  Mark 
your calendars for September 16th! 

Hello friends!  I am so excited to Chair the Fellow-
ship Committee here at Good Shepherd.  I hope to 
bring some more excitement to an already involved 
and active community.  I am looking for some folks 
to join this committee and work with me to build 
some annual seasonal events that would engage 
the entire congregation and beyond. 
 
If this interests you , please contact me at 
917-324-6130 or robinmusmeci@yahoo.com. 

Thank you and I am looking forward to it! 
Robin Riemenschneider 

CREATIVE PLAY BEGINS ANOTHER YEAR  

The familiar refrain of òsee you in Septemberó is now a reality!  The summer certainly did fly by quick-

ly.  Our summer camp was a huge success.  The children had exciting adventures each week, and thanks 

to the teachers and counselors, many happy memories were made.  A very big thank you to Renee Bucci 

for making all this magic happen and to Jennifer Zaro for her assistance.  It is their dedication and 

hard work that helped make this such a great experience for all.  

 

Creative Play is ready for another wonderful year of learning and playing.  We have been busy getting 

the classrooms ready, all our downstairs classrooms have been painted and our floors have been waxed 

and shined.  The teachers and staff have been busy getting ready for all our little friends.  The class-

rooms are being decorated and organized for the new school year.  We canõt wait to fill our school with 

the laughter of our students!!  

 

Our UPK classes will start on Tuesday, September 5 th  and Monday, September 11 th  

and Tuesday, September 12 th  for our other Creative Play classes.  Families should 

have received a letter detailing our back -to -school meetings and visitation days.  

 

Our Time for Twoõs/Toddler classes, which meet once a week, will begin mid-September.  

Please call the school office (845 -735 -2737) for any information about all our wonderful programs.  

We look forward to an amazing school year!  

mailto:robinmusumeci@yahoo.com
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     Before I write about the coming year of music ministry, I would be remiss if 
I did not express my deep gratitude to the entire Good Shepherd community. 
You have made us feel so welcome!   

     Thank you, and I am excited to continue getting to know our wonderful  

congregation. Your singing in worship is a beautiful expression of the Luther-
an tradition of music making! 

     Please know that you are all invited to sing and play with our ensembles, too. We have a spot 

for everyone! 

     Below is the schedule of rehearsals for most of our worship ensembles. The Cherub Choir time 

has not yet been finalized. 

 

VOCAL ENSEMBLES 

Sacristy Singers (Generally Students Entering Grades 3-6) - Mondays, 4:30PM-5:30PM 

 

Camerata (Generally Students Entering Grades 7-12) - Thursdays, 6:15PM-7:15PM 

 

Sanctuary Choir (Singers aged 16 to 116 are welcome!) - Thursdays, 7:30-9:00PM 

 

INSTRUMENTAL ENSEMBLES 

Evening Bells (Adult [including HS] Bell Choir) - Mondays, 6:00PM-7:00PM 

 

Canzona (String, Wind, and Percussion Players) - Thursdays, 5:15PM-6:15PM 

 

THURSDAY ensembles will have their first rehearsals on THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7th 

 

MONDAY ensembles will have their first rehearsals on MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 11th 

 

More information, including schedules for each individual group, will be forthcoming! 

 

ALSO - Mark your calendars! The first performance in our annual concert series will be a recital 

by our very own Dr. Elaina Burns on Sunday, September 17th at 3:00PM, in our beautiful sanctuary. 

 

Thank you, again, for all your support as we begin our work here! 

 

Dr. Brian Burns 
Choir Director 
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Welcome Back to Sunday Church School!  

We look forward to seeing our returning students and meeting our new ones!  

SCS registration forms have gone out in the mail.   If you have not received one, 

please visit the church office or download a copy from our church website 

(GSPR.ORG under the forms section).    Please return completed forms to the of-

fice as soon as possible!   

Our first day of Sunday School classes will be September 10th.    On that morn-

ing, all students in Pre -K through 5th grade should be brought to Fellowship Hall between 10:00 -10:20 

to complete the registration process and meet their teacher. The children should then be taken to the 

sanctuary for the beginning of the 10:30 service.   They can sit with their families or in the four pews 

in the back of the church saved for SCS students.   After Pastor Lena delivers the children's message, 

they will be taken to their classrooms.    

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact Deanna Lauer at Lauerwd@msn.com. 

  
 Fall will soon be here and that 
means things here at Good 
Shepherd will be starting up 
again.  The first meeting of 
WELCA will be Tuesday, Sep-

tember 5th at 1:30 PM.  We will meet in Fellowship 
Hall.  Our first meeting is our auction which is our only 
fund raiser.  We each need to bring a new wrapped 
item to be auctioned off.  This has been very success-
ful and lots of fun. 
 
Ladies, if you are a member of Good Shepherd, you 
are a member of WELCA.  We have no dues, but do 
have a good will offering at the meetings.  Meetings 
are the first Tuesday of every month.  We have a differ-
ent program each month, and share delicious refresh-
ments and social time.  We are all needed in order for 
us to continue our outreach programs.  
 
If you have any questions, or need a ride, please call 
Barbara Bow at 845-215-5866 or Mary Iseman at 845-
623-7638.  
 
God's blessings to you all and we'll see you in  
September. 

Confirmation! 
 
Good Shepherd's confirmation program is starting 
again, with orientation on September 11 and 18th 
in Fellowship Hall, at 7pm.  Our program is vibrant 
and large with over 60 confirmands in 6th through 
8th grade.   
 
It's a three-year program that includes monthly 
class meetings, a yearly retreat at MaHeTu in late 
September, opportunities to assist in leadership in 
the congregation's worship life, and a project 
whose purpose is to help our youth  "put on" their 
own faith. 
 
If you or someone you know is 
looking for a confirmation pro-
gram to be a part of (and you're 
not yet signed up and receiving 
information), you are welcome.   
 
Please contact the church of-
fice (office@gspr.org) or Pastor 
Lena (pastorlena@gspr.org) for 
more information. Or, come to one of the orienta-
tion evenings! 

God's left hand  
A 6 -year -old and his grandma went for a walk one autumn day. òLook at the gorgeous leaves!ó Grandma exclaimed. 

òJust think, God painted each one of them just for us!ó  

 

òYep,ó said her grandson, òand he did it left-handed.ó  

 

Perplexed, Grandma asked, òWhy do you think God used his left hand to create all this beauty?ó  

 

òBecause,ó said the boy matter-of -factly, òwe learned in Sunday school that Jesus sits on Godõs right one.ó  :)  

mailto:Lauerwd@msn.com
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G ood Shepherd is putting together a new directory; this is the perfect time to get a family photograph.     
 

Our upcoming appointments are September;  Sept 8
th
 ï 11

th
  (Friday through Monday) 

 
All families getting their portrait taken will receive a free 8x10 and a directory. 
 
You can schedule your appointment by using the link below.  All information is on our Good Shepherd  
website.  https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/y1xk6d1s 
 
If you are not available on the September dates, you can schedule an appoint-
ment as instructed below: 
 
Call 1-866-7565-0281.  Give them our account number - #836077 
 
After you have taken your photo, contact Lifetouch at 1-866-756-0281 and give 
them your session number from your receipt, o ensur your being included in our 
directory. 
 
Receive a $5.00-off voucher toward your portrait order when you donate a coat.  Coats will be donated  
to Pastor Larryôs church in the Bronx. Please bring donations to your appointment. Limit of one voucher  
per family. 
 
Any questions, please contact Dagmar Klein at 845-735-2243 or Cindy Sealander at 845-735-6701. 

Food, Faith & Friends Meets Thursday,  
September 14, from 7 to 9 pm, in Fellowship Hall 
New night!  New location!  New format! 

 
You are cordially invited to join Food Faith and 
Friends as we kick off a new season. This year, we 
will begin meeting in Fellowship Hall to both give us 
more room and to make building access easier for 
everyone. Also this year, rather than serving a full 
meal, we are switching to dessert only. This will give 
us a better opportunity to focus on our topic of the 
evening and will enable more people participate in 
Food Faith & Friends.  
 
We hope you'll join us for this monthly meeting. Our 
topic for September will discuss being a Christian in 
a diversely religious world.   
 
If you'd like to know more or have any questions 
about Food Faith & Friends, please feel free to con-
tact Rich Bowman at (845) 
627-6967 or by email at 
rpbp@yahoo.com. 

TWO NEW COLUMBARIUMS  

HAVE BEEN INSTALLED AT  

GOOD SHEPHERD  

     The Columbarium Garden at Good 
Shepherd, is for the interment of loved ones  
ashes, The ashes will be interred in an  
urn. The urn will be placed above ground  
in a dignified, reverent niche in the colum-
barium garden.   
     The Columbarium  is open to members  
of The Evangelical Lutheran Church of the  
Good Shepherd, as defined in the constitu-
tion, and their immediate families, and to 
those deemed by the Church Council to be 
related to the congregationôs ministry. 
     For more information,  please contact 
Dale at the Church Office at 845-735-2243. 

S tewardship is a discipleôs response, a call to follow. 
Itôs very simple, and very basic 
to our Christian faith. A life of 
stewardship calls us to share a 

part of ourselvesðour time, our gifts, our time, 
our gifts, our resources. Thanks be to God for 
the opportunity to serve! 

Author unknown 
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REFORMATION 500  

On October 31
st
, we will be celebrating the 500

th
 Anniversary of Martin Luther nailing the 95 

Theses to the church door in Wittenberg in 1517. Bringing these issues to the attention of 
the church, and eventually to the people, was the beginning of the Reformation, which has 
not only changed religion throughout the world, but has changed history in many other 
ways.  

 
Throughout this past year, the Reformation 500 committee has begun to educate, explore and define what 
happened in 1517 and the ensuing years, and look to the present and the future of the Lutheran Church. Our 
Wednesday evening Lenten programs, the book group reading ñHere I Standò, showing the movie ñLutherò, 
the Castle Church door designed and built by Karin OôKeefe, the weekly blurbs written by Bob Vatter, the  
Luther quotes, submitted by Merold Westphal, have introduced some of the background to this commemora-
tion.  
 
This fall we will continue to build on these and add bulletin inserts. We are excited to have Mark Mummert              
coming to Good Shepherd for the weekend of the Hymnfest (see separate article from Brian). Pastor Lena 
and Lisa Holliday will focus the book groups on Luther-related selections. Rebecca Boecker and Jenn Spero 
will be working with Augsburg Fortress to present a Book Fair in October. Robin Riemenschneider is running 
with the Oktoberfest. Reformation Sunday will primarily focus on Confirmation for the class of 2017, and we 
will be marking this a special day in other ways. Since this is not a ñone-dayò celebration, but an ongoing RE-
FORMATION, we will continue to have classes and other events to highlight the ways the Lutheran church 
has developed and continues to grow here in the United States and throughout the world. 
 

Camp Ma-He-Tu Annual Confirmation Retreat 

Friday, September 22 to Sunday, September 24 

Harriman State Park 

All Confirmation Class Students are urged to attend 

High School Youth are invited to be Junior Chaperones. 

Parents are invited and encouraged to help chaperone.  

For Registration forms, please download them from www.gspr.org, obtain them 
from the Youth Bulletin Board (2nd floor of the education building), or contact the church office at  

office@gspr.org or at (845) 735-2243.  

Camp Ma-He-Tu Junior Chaperone Training Meeting & Pizza Party 

Saturday, September 9, 3 to 7 pm 

If youôre in 9th through 12th grade and have been through the Confirmation program, you are eligible to be a 
Junior Chaperone.  Join us on Saturday, September 9th, to learn about being a Junior Chaperone at Good 
Shepherdôs Camp Ma-He-Tu Confirmation Retreat, learn the camp songs, eat some pizza, and (weather per-
mitting) have some fun swimming at the Klein household.  If you are interested in being a Junior Chaperone 
and havenôt yet registered, please contact the church office at office@gspr.org or at (845) 735-2243 to get 
directions to the Kleinôs home.  We encourage those being confirmed in October to participate 

Camp Ma-He-Tu Adult Chaperone Meeting 

                Sunday, September 10, 11:30 am to 12:30 pm in Fellowship Hall  

Adults who have volunteered to participate as chaperones at this yearôs Ma-He-Tu Confirmation Retreat are 
asked to meet with Lisa Holliday and Pastor Lena on Sunday, September 11 to discuss this yearôs retreat. 
 Light refreshments will be provided.  Weôll have an opportunity to get to know each other, discuss the retreat 
schedule and expectations, and to learn a few of the camp songs.  If youôd like more information, please 
speak to Lisa Holliday or email her at lisa@gspr.org , or contact the church office at office@gspr.org or at 
(845) 735-2243.  
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Traveling Martin Luther 
On Holy Humor Sunday, April 23rd, each household  received a Traveling Martin Luther.  Throughout 

the year, we are asking folks to bring Traveling Martin along on  their journeys and vacations. 

Here are the most recent photoôs we have received. 

 

If you did not receive a Traveling Martin, stop by the church office and pick one up!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sue & Rich Baumeister with ñTraveling Lutherò      Bob Klein with ñTraveling Lutherò  walking a 

at a Square Dance event.                labyrinth on vacation in Myrtle Beach, SC  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frank Getchell with ñTraveling Lutherò 

and the catch of the day!                ñTraveling Lutherò on the shore at Camp Ma-He-Tu 

 
  
  
  
 
     
    
 
 
   
   
   Audrey Balison &  Mary Olson with ñTraveling  
    Lutherò at Rockefeller Center 
 
Robin and Henry Fischer on vacation 
with ñTraveling Lutherò in Iceland!                                                                                          


